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A New Moran Record  

ñThe Hopeò in final stages of completion 

     Moran Iron Works is well known for our large fab-

rication projects.  One or our latest accomplishments 

has produced what is now a Moran record.  We have 

fabricated the largest reactor section to date for our 

facility, measuring of 82ô long X 30ô wide X 19ô tall in 

size and weighing 325,000 lbs!  That is 162 1/2 ton of 

steel assembled into one piece, welded and shipped to 

our customer.  This project allowed us to utilize the 

high wire corridor, and ship the reactor unit sections 

via our barging facilities located at Carmeuse Rogers 

City, Calcite facilities on Lake Huron. 

     Not only did our team successfully set this new 

record for overall largest piece fabricated, but they 

have done so in a two week time frame.  We are very 

excited and pleased with the performance of our fabri-

cation team.  Their dedication and commitment to 

quality is what enables us to continue to strive for big-

ger and better things.  Congratulations to everyone 

involved in making this record and project happen!   

ñThe Hopeò soon to be back on 

the Great Lakes  
     Back in November 2009, we proudly announced the 

extension and retrofit to be made to Sheplerôs Ferry 

Lines boat, ñThe Hopeò.   She was originally 65 feet in 

length, 60,000 lbs and has now grown to 83 feet in 

length and weighs 85,000 lbs.   

     The all aluminum fabrication process began in late 

January 2010 and has progressed over the last 16 weeks.  

Our fabrication team has once again shown their dedica-

tion and commitment in quality work.   

     As it stands, The Hope is nearing completion and we 

look forward to seeing her back into the Great Lakes 

toward the end of May for the kick off of the summer 

season in June 2010! The collaborated efforts of the US 

Coast Guard, Sheplerôs and Moran Iron Works will 

transport ñThe Hopeò back to the dock at our barging 

facilities where it will be lifted once again by dual 

cranes and placed safely back into the water to travel 

back to Mackinaw City. Keep an eye out in next 

monthôs newsletter for the photoôs and commentary of 

her much anticipated return  home. 
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